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Data Services Environment Hostname Change 
Over the coming year, the Data Services Environment (including the 

Metadata Registry, Net-Centric Publisher, Service Discovery, and the 

Enterprise Authoritative Data Source Registry) will be moving to new hostnames in the 

"ces.mil" domain. The DSE websites will switch over to the new hostname on or around 

September 1, 2010. After that date, both the old and the new hostnames will be 

accessible for up to a year, to ease the migration of metadata and user bookmarks. 

Network Old Hostname New Hostname 

NIPRNet metadata.dod.mil metadata.ces.mil 

SIPRNet metadata.dod.smil.mil metadata.ces.smil.mil 

Effect on Website Visitors 
Once the new server certificates are in place, users may begin using the new 

hostnames immediately to reach any site within the DSE. FGM, Inc., the government 

contractor responsible for Operations & Maintenance, will work with third-party sites 

such as AKO to update web page links and links published in presentations and 

documentation. 

Effect on EADS Assets 
There will be no operational impact on EADS data sources. No user action should be 

required. 

Effect on Service Discovery Assets 
Services published through the Net-Centric Publisher into the UDDI Registry may have 

references to MDR schemas and WSDL files with the “dod” hostname embedded. FGM 

will programmatically update all of these references on both NIPRNet and SIPRNet. No 

user action should be required. 

Effect on Enterprise Catalog Resources 
Services published through the Net-Centric Publisher into the Enterprise Catalog have 

references to services stored in the UDDI Registry, as well as schemas stored in MDR. 

FGM will programmatically update all of these references on both NIPRNet and 

SIPRNet. No user action should be required. 
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Effect on Metadata Registry XML Assets 
Most standalone schemas, WSDLs, and other XML assets should be unaffected by the 

switch. The main assets which will be affected are those which use a URL with the 

“dod” hostname to link to a referenced file. For example, the location attribute in an 

import or include element, or a schemaLocation attribute in a schema, may contain 

references to the old hostname. These references will stop working once the old 

hostname is decommissioned. 

Automated Hostname Transfer 

FGM has created a tool which will automatically update file-based assets meeting the 

following rules: 

1. The file must be an XML Schema, XSL Stylesheet, WSDL, or OWL Taxonomy. 

2. The file must be in a non-Retired status (i.e. Developmental, Operational, 

Deprecated). 

3. The file must have at least one defined URL (suggesting that the file is used by 

an operational system or has been published somewhere for public 

consumption). 

4. The file must originate on the same network as the instance of MDR (NIPR vs. 

SIPR). 

5. The file must have 1 or more references to the “dod” hostname in an 

import/include element or a schemaLocation attribute. References in XML 

namespaces, annotations, and comments will be ignored by the automated tool. 

After September 1, FGM will contact namespace personnel responsible for any assets 

that meet these criteria and, with the permission of the namespace, will run the 

automated tool against the files. 

Manual Hostname Transfer 

If a user’s assets are too complex to be handled by the automated tool, or if users wish 

to update files that do not meet the rules in the previous section, FGM will work with the 

user to do a manual replacement of each affected file. Of course, users are always 

welcome to make changes in their submission packages and upload a “newer version” 

to MDR themselves – this is the recommended approach for larger packages with many 

references. 

Effects on Defined URLs 

“User-defined URLs” on metadata assets will automatically update to the new 

hostnames. No user action should be required. The assets will remain accessible at the 

old URLs until the old hostnames are decommissioned. 
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Effect on XML Namespaces 

Many communities of interest use the “dod” hostname as part of an XML namespace in 

XML assets. These XML namespaces will never be modified by any automatic O&M 

tools, and these assets should continue to work after the hostname switch (unless there 

are other references to the old hostname as shown in the “Automated Hostname 

Transfer” section above). An XML namespace is descriptive, and is not required to be a 

resolvable URL. Should the community of interest responsible for the asset wish to 

update their XML namespace in the next version of their schema/stylesheet/etc, this 

action can be accomplished by submitting a new submission package or taxonomy to 

MDR at any time in the future. 

Network Data Migration 

Any file updates performed on NIPRNet will be automatically migrated to the SIPRNet 

copies of those files, as part of the standard Export/Import process. 

Questions? 
Our goal is to make the transition as smooth as possible. If you have questions or 

concerns which are not addressed, please contact the DSE Help Desk by clicking on 

“Feedback and Support” at the bottom of any page in the Data Services Environment. 


